
these Work Packages, both projects 
aim at identifying and studying ICT-
solutions for improving co-modality in 
urban and rural mobility; estimating the 
mobility effects of these same ICT-
solutions; as well as estimating the 
GHG-reduction effects of the ICT solu-
tions and their related costs. 

Other synergies are to be found in WP2 
of OPTIMISM and WP4 of COMPASS: 
actually, both studies will identify, gath-
er and analyse relevant data about 
national travel behaviour by collecting 
travel data. Also, both studies will iden-
tify the different methodologies used for 
data collecting as well as analyse gaps 
and differences in travel data. 

The two projects complement each 
other in the following ways: 
 
• OPTIMISM provides a policy-

approach with a macro-
perspective. COMPASS sug-
gests a more micro-approach 
(business models, case studies) 
and has a focus on actual im-
pacts of the various ICT-
solutions. 

• COMPASS analyses new possi-
bilities for collecting data with 
ICT methodologies. OPTI-
MISM‘s focus lies on developing 
an efficient methodology for 
future harmonisation of travel 
data. 

The idea of a joint newsletter between 
COMPASS and OPTIMISM comes 
from the fact that these two projects 
show great affinities as well as share 
common objectives. 

The projects COMPASS and OPTI-
MISM are funded under the same call 
and work towards the same goal of 
achieving sustainable mobility. The two 
projects are committed to maximise 
resources by working together and cre-
ate synergies in key tasks and activities 
while at the same time sharing key re-
sults and learning from the generated 
knowledge. 

Both projects propose a set of strate-
gies, recommendations and policy 
measures, through the scientific analy-
sis of social behaviour, mobility pat-
terns and business models, for integrat-
ing and optimising the transport sys-
tem. This will be based on the model-
ling and the assessment of the impact 
of co-modality and ICT solutions for 
transport. 

There is a cluster among some activi-
ties of COMPASS and OPTIMISM and 
some results obtained in OPTMISM will 
be used in COMPASS. Therefore, it 
came naturally to try and share 
knowledge on common issues.  

The synergies between the projects 
can be found especially in WP4 of OP-
TIMISM and WP5 of COMPASS. In 

• COMPASS will focus on the 
potential for ICT applications to 
meet the implications arising 
from the key trends. OPTIMISM 
will focus on how these trends 
could be modelled for enriching 
micro- and macro modelling 
exercises. 

• The results of the case studies 
from COMPASS (especially on 
user reactions to ICT-solutions) 
could be very helpful in estimat-
ing the impacts of the various 
strategies defined in OPTIMISM. 

• Some results of OPTIMISM may 
be used to help modelling the 
EU-impacts by COMPASS. 

It is evident from the above that alt-
hough the projects serve the same pur-
pose they both add value and important 
input in meeting the sustainable mobili-
ty aim. This newsletter presents key 
results achieved so far by the two pro-
jects. 
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Project meetings 

COMPASS has arrived 
at its third Consortium 
meeting.  

The first one, the kick 
off meeting, has been 
hosted in November 
2011 by the coordinator 
of the COMPASS pro-
ject, Edinburgh Napier 
University. Representa-
tives from each of the 
nine project partners, 
as well as the EC Pro-
ject Officer, met to dis-
cuss plans to carry out 
all tasks in the project. 
The meeting was also 
attended by the coordi-
nator of the sister pro-
ject, OPTIMISM. 

The second consortium 
meeting for COMPASS 

was held in Barcelona 
in March 2012 to dis-
cuss the on-going work 
of the project, focusing 
in particular on the cur-
rent tasks - the identifi-
cation and overview of 
ICT solutions for seam-
less travel, analysis of 
the key trends in socie-
ty that influence de-
mand for travel, and the 
identification of traveller 
needs and information 
needs. 

The third consortium 
meeting for COMPASS 
took place in Vienna in 
September 2012, fo-
cusing in particular on 
the tasks on travel sur-
veys, on the identifica-
tion of ICT solutions for 
co-modality, and on the 

assessment framework 
and selection of case 
studies for the assess-
ment of these solutions. 
Discussions also took 
place on tasks that will 
get underway in the 
next few months - on 
the development of 
business models, and 
on the format of the 
planned handbook of 
ICT solutions for im-
proving co-modality in 
passenger transport. 
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Recent activi t ies 

O P T I M I S M  h a s 
reached a next phase 
in its activities. Upon 
reaching the halfway 
mark of the project, we 
will already have sent 
out 3 newsletters, have 
held 3 internal meet-
ings, have sent out 3 
questionnaires and 
have held one work-
shop for external stake-
holders and experts. 
With these activities, 
we constantly reach out 
towards a wide commu-
nity of experts and 
stakeholders and con-
stantly allow for feed-
back from this commu-
nity to reach us. 

On 18th September 
2012, mobility ex-

perts were invited to 
Rome to participate in 
the OPTIMISM project’s 
Expert Workshop. Du-
ring six discussion 
rounds, various topics 
in relation to the future 
trends of passenger 
transport key factors 
influencing mobility pat-
terns became the focus 
of attention. 

The findings are being 
used by the OPTIMISM 
consortium to further 
assess passenger mo-
bility solutions for the 
future. Additional infor-
mation can be found 
here on our project 
website blog. 

 

Looking into the future, 
two events are planned.  
On March 14th, a 
workshop is planned on 
recommendations for 
the collection an repor-
ting of data on socio-
economic drivers of 
travel behaviour. More 
information can be 
found on our website. 

The OPTIMISM final 
conference is planned 
for the 16th of Septem-
ber 2013 in Brussels. 
With help of an expert 
panel, we will link the 
diverse findings made 
within OPTIMISM to the 
current mobility envi-
ronment, and look into 
the future of passenger 
transport.  
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WP3 – Key Drivers 

This WP identifies and 
describes the key trends 
of mobility patterns in the 
21st century, taking stock 
of the outcomes of previ-
ous research projects and 
scientific publications. The 
role of ICT solutions in 
improving data collection 
(travel surveys) and fa-
vouring  co-modality solu-
tions is integrated 

WP4 – Travel Surveys 

This WP aims at identify-
ing the type and level of 
information required for 
future transport demand 
forecasting methods by 
examining current data 
availability in travel sur-
veys regarding individual’s 
current and future travel 
behaviours, in relation to 
long-distance, rural and 
urban travel. The aim is to 

establish how far currently 
available data is sufficient-
ly robust and detailed to 
allow accurate forecasting 
of future travel trends and 
demand and how future 
surveys can be improved. 

WP5 – ICT Solutions for 
Co-modality 

In this WP the ICT solu-
tions and their enabling 
business models are ana-
lysed in depth. It analyses 
the ICT solutions for im-
proving long-distance, 
rural and urban mobility, 
identified in WP3. The 
following activities are 
foreseen: Contacts with 
p u b l i c  A u t h o r i t i e s , 
transport operators, infra-
structure managers, other 
companies and social 
groups; technical, organi-
sational, legal and political 
feasibility and acceptabil-

ity of each solution; poten-
tial impact and assess-
ment of interest of the 
alternative ICT solutions 
with a prospective ap-
proach; definition of sce-
narios also concerning the 
social, economic and mo-
bility demand evolution. 
WP5 also focuses on 
business modelling, to 
draw up prototype models 
on selected applications 
with significant contribu-
tion to co-modality. It will 
use desk analysis and 
expert discussion to elab-
orate the models and de-
scribe the benefits of the 
co-modal passenger 
transport services to all 
stakeholders. 

The business modelling 
approach and focus have 
been identified, discussed 
and selected.  

WP2—National Travel 
Surveys 

Work Package 2 aims to 
analyze existing national 
travel surveys in Europe 
and to develop recom-
mendations on how to 
harmonize travel statistics 
in the future.    

After an extensive survey 
on the current status of 
national travel statistics 
across all EU-27 countries 
has been carried out at 
the beginning of 2012, the 
collected data has been 
analyzed. The results 
show that specific charac-
teristics such as the ques-
tions asked, data collec-
tion method, sampling 
method, data collection 
frequency, data applica-
tion, etc. differ significantly 
from country to country. 
The main findings are 

summarized in the deliver-
able report 2.1., which has 
been published in June.  

Based on the survey out-
come a detailed gap and 
format analysis was per-
formed, resulting in a set 
of recommendations for 
future harmonization of 
National Travel Surveys. 
The result of this work are 
presented in deliverable 
report 2.2, currently under 
review. 

As a next step a stake-
holder workshop with mo-
bility experts is being or-
ganized. At the workshop, 
which will be held in Brus-
sels in the first quarter of 
2013, the interim results 
will be discussed and rec-
ommendations for the 
harmonization of travel 
surveys in Europe will be 
developed. 

WP3—Key Drivers 

Last December the Se-
cond Expert Online Sur-
vey has been launched. 
This is the final step of the 
Delphi survey carried out 
within WP3 to gather ex-
perts’ opinion on future 
scenarios for passenger 
mobility in Europe. The 
first step was the First 
Expert Online Survey, 
which has provided valua-
ble information on the 
importance of key factors 
in terms of their impact on 
passenger mobility and 
the uncertainty of their 
related trends. The se-
cond step was the Expert 
Workshop, which provided 
a better insight into how 
key factors might shape 
future mobility patterns 
and how megatrends im-
pact on passenger 
transport system key char-
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WP6 – Assessment 

WP6 provides the assess-
ment of the identified solu-
tions. A framework for the 
assessment is built both 
on local level (through 
case studies) and on Eu-
ropean level (quantitative 
modelling).  The objective 
of this WP is also to draw 
final conclusions and to 
derive recommendations.  

The most important out-
comes so far have been 
the selection of ICT solu-
tions and regions for case 
studies as well as agree-
ment on the general de-
sign of the surveys to be 
conducted within case 
studies.  

Selection of different set-
ups for in-depth investiga-
tion starts from the selec-
tion of ICT solutions. Then 
taking into consideration 

different types of solutions 
project partners have pro-
posed their suggestions 
for case studies. The pro-
posals have been then 
analysed from the per-
spective of regions’ char-
acteristics and additional 
criteria. Finally, based on 
combination of all criteria 
eleven case studies have 
been selected for in-depth 
investigation. In order to 
gather case study specific 
data in some instances 
field research is neces-
sary. For those case stud-
ies where important data 
is missing, surveys will be 
conducted.  A total of four 
surveys will be conducted. 

WP7 – Dissemination 
and Exploitation 

In WP7, dissemination 
activities, it is one of the 
main objectives of the 

COMPASS project to 
broadly disseminate the 
project results and pre-
pare the exploitation of 
new products. One of the 
actions foreseen within 
this Work Package is the 
participation at national 
and international confer-
ences and seminars to 
present overviews as well 
as available results of the 
project. 

A leaflet, website and sub-
mission of papers to rele-
vant technical reviews are 
important tools for COM-
PASS dissemination as 
well. 

COMPASS foresees a 
final conference which will 
be held in November 2013 
in Rome. 
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Key findings 

Continued from page 3 
… It also permitted to 
identify “energy prices” 
and “support of sustaina-
ble mobility policies” as 
the most significant varia-
bles for defining OPTI-
MISM scenarios. The Se-
cond Expert Online Sur-
vey will gather information 
on the likelihood of imple-
mentation of policies aim-
ing at making the EU 
transport system more 
sustainable considering 
two different trends for 
energy prices. This infor-
mation will permit to as-
sess the impact of ICT 
based co-modality strate-
gies on mobility volume 
and patterns. 

WP4—Decarbonisation 

The first deliverable of 
WP4 of the OPTIMISM 
project has been submit-
ted to the European Com-

mission. This deliverable 
provides an overview of  
ICT options supporting co-
modality that are already 
implemented or will be 
implemented in the short/
medium term. In total,  15 
ICT options are identified 
that could be categorised 
in three main categories: 
traffic information services 
(e.g. static  and dynamic 
route planners, personal-
ised travel information), 
mobility services (e.g. 
multimodal smart cards, 
car sharing services, de-
m a n d  r e s p o n s i v e 
transport) and transport 
management systems. 
For all these 15 ICT op-
tions a broad (mostly qual-
itative) assessments of 
the mobility, social and 
environmental impacts 
and costs have been per-
formed. Finally, based on 
a thorough selection pro-

cedure three ICT options 
are identified as best prac-
tices: car sharing services, 
multimodal smart cards/
mobile phone payments 
and  personalised travel 
information/dynamic route 
planners. In the remainder 
of WP4 a more detailed 
impact assessment of 
these best practices will 
be carried out.    

W P 5 — O p t i m i s i n g 
transport systems 

WP5 responds to the 
need for developing new 
strategies, technologies 
and methodologies for 
integrating and optimising 
transport systems for pas-
sengers. Main activities in 
WP5 will be held in the 
second half of the project 
with the findings of the 
previous  work packages 
of OPTIMISM.  
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Deliverables and dissemination 

D2.1 “Analysis of National Travel Statistics in Europe” Status: under review. 

D2.2 “Methodology for Harmonisation of Travel Statistics” Status: Public under review. 

D2.3 “Recommendations to harmonize travel behaviour analysis” Expected May 2013. 

D3.3 “Delphi expert report on the future scenarios of transport and mobility” Expected 
March 2013 

D4.1 “Assessment of co-modality/ICT options and FP7 projects” Status: under review. 

D4.2 “Impact of best practices on mobility patterns” Expected May 2013. 

D4.3 “Decarbonisation potential and co-benefits of the best practices” Expected Au-
gust 2013. 

D5.1 “Definition of strategies for integrating and optimising transport systems. Ex-
pected May 2013. 

D3.1 “The potential role of ICTs in favoring a seamless co-modal transport system “, in 
which the promising ICT solutions have been identified and classified. Status: Pub-
lic. 

D3.2.”Key trends and emerging traveller needs”, which has provided an extensive 
review of the key socio-economic trends influencing transport demand and travel-
lers’ needs in a long term perspective. Status: Public. 

D4.1 “Transport Demand related information overview on long-distance, rural and ur-
ban travel”: this report contains the findings of tasks 4.2 to 4.4. Status: Public. 

D4.2 “The role of ICT in travel data collection”: this report contains the findings of 
tasks 4.1 and 4. Status: Public. 

D5.1 “Handbook of ICT solutions for improving co-modality in passenger transport” for 
which a draft structure has been already proposed. Links and exchange of infor-
mation have been activated with other FP7 projects. The Handbook represents the 
deliverable of WP5. It is built upon two components, respectively the outputs from 
the analysis on the ICT solutions and the business models. The document will be 
delivered at the end of the project. 

D6.1 “User response to suggested ICT solutions” which will show the findings from the 
surveys conducted in task 6.1 and will be delivered early 2013. 

D6.2. “An assessment of the potential impact of ICT solutions on a co-modal transport 
system”, to be delivered at the end of the project. 

A leaflet, website and submission of papers to relevant technical reviews are important 
tools for COMPASS dissemination as well. 
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Final event:   

The OPTIMISM final conference, “Towards sustainable mobility with OPTIMISM”, will 
be held on Monday 16th September 2013 in Brussels (venue to be confirmed) for in-
dustry experts, project members and key stakeholders. The conference will present 
research results of the OPTIMISM project, as well as provide practical experiences 
and present real-world problems allowing participants to communicate and discuss 
between/beyond disciplines. More information can be found on our project website: 

OPTIMISM final event: September 16th, 2013.  



Project Coordinator: 

Eleni Anoyrkati 

Coventry University Enterprises Ltd 

Puma Way , CV1 2TT 

 

Email: 

e.anoyrkati@coventry.ac.uk 

info@optimismtransport.ec 
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DISCLAIMER 

The mentioned FP7 projects have been made possible by a financial contribution by the European Commission under Framework Programme 7. The 
Publication as provided reflects only the authors view.  

Every effort has been made to ensure complete and accurate information concerning the articles in this newsletter. However, the author(s) and 
members of the consortia cannot be held legally responsible for any mistake in printing or faulty instructions. The authors and consortia members 
reserve the right not to be responsible for the topicality, correctness, completeness or quality of the information provided. 

Project Coordinator: 

Professor Christiane Bielefeldt 

Transport Research Institute 
Merchiston Campus 
Edinburgh Napier University 
Edinburgh EH10 5DT  
United Kingdom 

Tel.: +44 (0) 131 455 2951 
Fax: +44 (0) 131 455 2953 

E-mail: info@fp7-compass.eu 
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